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The Coming of the Holy Spirit

(Peter’s Sermon Continued)

Acts 2:19-47 – Part 2
 
Use of Joel Continued

(2) The wonders in heaven and on earth have not happened – 2:19-20 (Joel 2:30-31)
           

Near and far views of prophecy:
 

Sometimes the prophet speaks to his own time and to a future time in the same prophecy. Ex. Isaiah 7:14

 

Other times he speaks of multiple future fulfillments. We call them the “Mountain peaks” of prophecy.

[If you look at two Mt. peaks from a distance they like they are right next to each other, but when you get to the first Mt. you see that the 2nd one is a long way off.]

In Luke 4:19 Jesus read a passage from Isaiah 61 and stopped after the words, “To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” He sat down and said, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
The next clause in Isaiah 61:2 is, “the day of vengeance of our God” There is a 2000+ year gap between the fulfillment of these two statements in Isaiah 61:2.

From the viewpoint of the prophet it looked like the two events were right next to each other. That is why the prophets were mystified by some of their own prophesies.
See I Peter 1:10-11- they were confused by the suffering of Christ and the glories that would follow, that is the case here in Acts 2:17-20.
Between the fulfillment of Joel 2:29 and 30 there is a gap of 2000+ years.
(3) Deliverance is possible by calling on the name of the Lord – 2:21 

“That ﻿﻿whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
The words “save” and “salvation” have a basic meaning “deliver” or “deliverance.”  “Deliverance from what” has to be determined by context. Here, the context, both Old and New Testament, is speaking of physical deliverance. 

Joel is saying that when God pours out His wrath on the world, whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered from all of those calamities.
 (4) Conclusion - 2:22- 24

 

(a) Jesus was approved by God by signs - 2:22

Jesus’ miracles were signs of His Messiahship, not His deity. Matt 11

“No one can do the things You do unless God is with him” John 3:2-6

                                      

(b)  He was delivered by God – 2:23a

 
Him, ﻿﻿being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, ﻿ ὡρισμένῃ  (mark off – [horizon] ) βουλῇ  (purpose)  καὶ προγνώσει (to determine)
The cross was not an accident. It was planned by God “before the foundation of the world.” (1 Peter1:20)
(c) He was crucified by you – 2:23b    

The nation is still guilty because they did it willingly - “you ﻿﻿have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;”
Peter places the blame on the nation.

(d) God raised Him up – 2:24

“Having ﻿﻿loosed the ﻿﻿pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.”

What you discarded God has raised up.

 

b. Use of David - 2:25-36

                         
(1) Scripture – 2:25-28

‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see ﻿﻿corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 
Question: Who wrote these verses, especially verse 27? - “I was at David’s tomb in Jerusalem…” - David.
Peter continues:

 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you ﻿﻿of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. ﻿Therefore, being a prophet, ﻿﻿and knowing that God had sworn with an oath (Psalm 132:11) (see II Sam. 7:15-16) to him that of the fruit of his body, ﻿﻿according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, ﻿﻿that His soul was not left in Hades (the grave), nor did His flesh see corruption.”
(2) Jesus ascension proves Him to be Lord – 2:32-35
“This Jesus, God has raised up, ﻿﻿of which we are all witnesses. Therefore ﻿﻿being exalted ﻿﻿to ﻿﻿the right hand of God, and ﻿﻿having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He ﻿﻿poured out this which you now see and hear. “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:﻿﻿‘ The Lord said to my Lord,   “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”
(3) Conclusion - 2:36

Jesus is both Lord and Christ.

 

 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
 

c. Application to Israel - 2:37-40

 

(1) Conviction – 2:37 

“Now when they heard this, ﻿﻿they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
                             

What shall we do for what? This is not Acts 16:30,
 

And they had been warned by John the Baptist. “To flee from the wrath to come”

 

This is God’s judgment on the nation Israel.

What had Peter warned them about? - Their part in the national sin of the death of Jesus. The message of salvation had been preached prior to this. See v. 11 we hear them speak in our own tongue the wonderful works of God!
So, they had heard the Gospel and from their question and Peter’s answer they were not asking how to be saved (justified). 

Their question was, “what shall we do?” - About what - About what Peter had warned them of – the nation’s sin and their blame in it.

Notice, he did not say, “Believe or receive Jesus”

They had already done that or they would not be asking what to do.
(2) Instruction – 2:38-39

                                                                        

(a). Repent – Repentance is the decision to turn from sin to avoid, or bring to end, God’s temporal judgment.

                                                

They must repent in order to escape the judgment that the nation faces, which came upon the nation at 70 AD.

 

(b). Be baptized in the name of Jesus.

The confession must be as public as the sin. And it is to be in the name of Jesus, since that is the area of their sin.

 

(c). They received forgiveness of sin and gift of the Holy Spirit

Note: These Jews of Palestine did not receive the Holy Spirit when they believed, which was before they asked the question of v. 37.

Other examples of this will be:

Saul/Paul, Acts 9 (see acts 22:16)

The Samaritan believers Acts 8

The disciple of John, B. Acts 19

 (3) Exhortation – 2:40

“And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this ﻿﻿perverse generation.”
(4) Relationships - 2:41

 
(a) Gladly received his word (of v.40)

 
(b) They were baptized for the remission of sins.

(c) Were added to them 3, 000 were saved and added to them, the church

 

4. Constitution of the church - 2:42-47

         

a. Characteristics of the first church

(1) Teaching

(2) Fellowship
(a) Breaking bread
(b) Prayers

b. Results

(1) Fearing - 2:43

(2) Sharing - 2:44-46

(3) Having favor 

(4) Growing
